MODIFIED RESOLUTION
highlighting proposed amendments to
Proposed Resolution on Accelerated and Enriched Instruction from the
MCCPTA Gifted Child Committee
Background

The Proposed Resolution on Accelerated and Enriched Instruction was prepared by MCCPTA and is posted on its website at http://www.mccpta.com/resolutions/AEI_Resolution_Draft_20080108.pdf. 
            The Modified Resolution was prepared by a MCPS PTA member.  The Modified Resolution contains amendments to the Proposed MCCPTA Resolution;  these amendments are highlighted in the text below.  It is expected that the Proposed MCCPTA Resolution will be introduced at the MCCPTA Delegates’ meeting on February 24, that the amendments reflected in the Modified Resolution will be offered at the Delegates’ meeting on March 24, and that the Delegates’ will vote on the Proposed MCCPTA Resolution and the Modified Resolution on March 24. 

MODIFIED RESOLUTION

Whereas:

MCPS Strategic Plan states that "A high-quality education is the

fundamental right of every child."

MCCPTA believes that, to ensure that right, every child should be

appropriately challenged in accordance with his or her academic

ability, motivation and interests.

MCCPTA passed a Resolution on Mathematics on April 24, 2001, a

Resolution on Wider Use of the Methodologies Used in Magnet Programs

on January 24, 2006, and a Resolution on Gifted and Talented

Curriculum in Middle Schools on April 25, 2006.

The MCPS Division of Accelerated and Enriched Instruction is working on

recommended changes to Policy IOA: Gifted and Talented Education for

the MCPS Board of Education's consideration in 2009.

Therefore be it Resolved:

MCPS must identify students who need additional academic challenge

beyond that which is provided to similar aged peers.

MCPS must continue to provide global screening for all students in

grade 2 to identify students who need additional academic challenge.

MCPS must provide additional screenings throughout elementary school,

middle school and high school to identify students who need

additional academic challenge.

MCPS must inform parents when their children are identified as needing additional academic challenge and must inform parents of the curricular and instructional programs through which those needs will be met.

MCPS must provide students who need additional academic challenge

with instruction that is accelerated and enriched.

MCPS must ensure that accelerated and enriched instruction is

delivered consistently and with fidelity in every school across the

county.

MCPS must ensure that students who need additional academic challenge (including all students who want such a challenge) are given a balanced opportunity to work in homogeneous groups (open to all students who want the challenge), heterogeneous 
groups (that allow time with intellectual peers) and individually depending on the content area and task involved
.

MCPS must provide curriculum resources and professional development

to teachers and administrators to ensure that students who need additional academic challenge (with all students who want the challenge of such a program) are provided

with accelerated and enriched instruction in accordance with research-

based best practices, including sequenced and systematic higher level curricula in every grade and core subject area.

MCPS must monitor the implementation and effectiveness of accelerated

and enriched instruction by identifying, collecting, analyzing, monitoring and

publishing key data measuring student participation and performance significantly above grade level in grades K-12 in all core subject areas.

In order to ensure consistent implementation and effectiveness of accelerated and enriched instruction, Policy IOA, if and as changed as recited above, should set forth implementation strategies and establish specific responsibilities of MCPS offices and the Board of Education;  should continue to address primarily the education of students who need additional academic challenge (and all students who want the challenge of such a program);  and should expressly mandate homogeneous groups, higher level curricula and above grade level data points as provided by this resolution.

__________________________

Background Documents:

MCCPTA Resolution on Mathematics

Approved by the MCCPTA Executive Board on March 29, 2001 and

Delegates Assembly on April 24, 2001

http://mccpta.com/bulletins/MathResolution.html 
MCCPTA Resolution on Wider Use of the Methodologies Used in Magnet

Program

Approved by the MCCPTA Delegates on January 24, 2006

http://www.mccpta.com/resolutions/magnetprograms012406.pdf 
MCCPTA Resolution on Gifted and Talented Curriculum in Middle Schools

Approved by the MCCPTA Delegates on April 25, 2006

http://www.mccpta.com/resolutions/gt042506.pdf 
MCPS Policy IOA - Gifted and Talented Education (Currently Under

Review)

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/ioa.pdf 
MCPS Regulation- Gifted and Talented Education

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/ioara.pdf 
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