-------Original Message-------
 

From: Patti Twigg
Date: 7/8/2008 7:24:36 PM

To: paintbranchnet;  northeast_consortium@yahoogroups.com
Subject: [Northeast_Consortium] HS Modernizations -- Immediate Advocacy Opportunity

 

Dear Farquhar Community,

As part of a coordinated advocacy, the Paint Branch cluster (and I hope Springbrook and Blake clusters, too) is working with the Gaithersburg and Wheaton clusters to advocate for high school modernizations. I received the following email (next page) as part of our group effort.

Farquhar is scheduled for modernization in 2013.  It is in Farquhar's best interest to see these modernizations stay on track.  If they are put off, the result will be a trickle down effect, which means Farquhar’s modernizations will be postpone to a later date.  Don’t let that happen.  Send a message to the County Executive and County Council today.

Thanks for your support!

Patti Twigg
Paint Branch Cluster Coordinator

EMAIL...................

Yesterday, the County Executive and Council President announced a live call-in forum for Wednesday evening, July 9. 

(see http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Apps/Council/PressRelease/PR_details.asp?PrID=4715). 

Residents are permitted to call in with questions or, more importantly, to email questions to Leggett and Knapp before the meeting.

This presents an opportunity for some joint advocacy on behalf of the high schools on the modernization list. Specifically, I encourage you to ask your interested parents to email a question regarding the high school modernizations before tomorrow night's show. The theme of the questions should be, "What will you do to ensure that the modernizations of Paint Branch, Gaithersburg, Wheaton and Seneca Valley will be fully funded and be completed on the schedule adopted in May?" A draft email is provided at the end of this message.

This is an opportunity for the clusters to keep the modernizations in the forefront
of the debate and to show that we want the modernizations to be a
priority.

Instructions:

Email to:

ocemail@montgomerycountymd.gov (County Executive Isiah Leggett),

Councilmember.Knapp@montgomerycountymd.gov (Council President Mike Knapp),

with a blind copy to buildghs@comcast.net (Steve Augustino's
(Gaithersburg Cluster Coordinator) email. Used to track the number of 
emails sent).

Subject: July 9 Call-in Show Question: High School Modernizations

Dear County Executive Leggett and Council President Knapp:

Please address this question during your call-in show on July 9, 2008.
In May, the County Council approved a six year CIP budget for Montgomery
County Public Schools that shifts $141 million in funding for
replacements/modernizations out of the six year budget. This cut in
construction funds has delayed the replacements of Paint Branch,
Gaithersburg, Wheaton and Seneca Valley High Schools, replacements that
Superintendent Weast described as "absolutely necessary and long
overdue." These schools are among the oldest in the county --
originally constructed in 1969, 1951, 1954 and 1974, respectively -- and
all are in a condition that provide substandard learning facilities for
some of the most economically disadvantaged students in the county.
Having already deferred relief to our students, and with another year of
tight budgets projected for next year, will you make a priority of
funding the high school modernizations so that students at Paint Branch, 
Gaithersburg, Wheaton and Seneca Valley do not suffer from even
more delays in obtaining safe, secure and modern buildings?
